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ABSTRACT

Azolla, also known as “green gold” or “super plant,” is a nitrogen-fixing pteridophyte found in temperate and
tropical freshwater ecosystems. This free-floating aquatic fern, native to Asia, Africa, and the Americas, thrives
in diverse aquatic habitats, including swamps, ditches, lakes, and shallow rivers. It generates full biomass in a
relatively short period of time. It acts as a nitrogen biofertilizer and boosts rice productivity. Beyond its role in
agriculture, Azolla serves as a versatile resource, finding applications in livestock feed, human nutrition, hydrogen
fuel production, biogas generation, pest control, and water purification. Notably, Azolla exhibits hyperaccumulation
capabilities for various heavy metal contaminants and can effectively absorb ammonium and phosphorous from
wastewater. Moreover, it possesses antimicrobial properties and a rich array of phytochemical compounds,
promising multifaceted benefits in diverse fields. This review highlights the vast potential of Azolla, emphasizing
its suitability for extensive research and development in food, feed, and fodder applications, as well as household
cultivation and utilization. To fully harness the myriad advantages offered by Azolla and promote sustainability
across various sectors, further exploration and investigation into its untapped applications remain imperative.
Azolla holds the key to addressing numerous environmental, agricultural, and industrial challenges, paving the
way for a more sustainable and resource-efficient future.
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INTRODUCTION

Azolla, belonging to the Salviniaceae family,
encompasses seven distinct aquatic fern species,
including Azolla caroliniana, A. filiculoides, A.
mexicana, A. microphylla, A. nilotica, and A. pinnata
(Rajaetal. 2012). Recognized by various names such
as mosquito fern, duckweed fern, fairy moss,
Carolina fern, and water fern (Soman and Arora
2018), this plant can double its biomass within a week
under favourable conditions, exhibiting reported
yields ranging from 8 to 10 tonnes of fresh matter
per ha in Asian rice fields (Brouwer et al. 2018).
Azolla is recognized for its role as a symbiotic
nitrogen fixer, engaging in a mutually beneficial
association with the cyanobacterium Anabaena
azollae, which effectively converts atmospheric
nitrogen into a form usable by plants (Ran et al.

2010). Its capacity for nitrogen fixation has resulted
in its global acceptance as a widely adopted
biofertilizer.

Extensive research has unveiled numerous
potential applications of Azolla, including its use as
livestock feed (Shukla et al. 2018), a source of human
nutrition (Liu et al. 2008), a resource for biofuel
production (Miranda et al. 2016), a contributor to
biogas generation (Sathammaipriya et al. 2018), a
promising biolarvicide (Ravi et al. 2010), a tool for
water purification (Liu et al. 2017, Arora and Kaur
2019), an agent with antimicrobial properties
(Ekawati and Pradana 2019), and a means to enhance
soil microbial diversity (Lu and Lu 2018). In addition,
with this, it plays a significant role in mitigating
atmospheric CO, levels (Speelman et al. 2009, Verma
etal. 2022, Korsa et al. 2024). The beneficial properties
of Azolla are outlined in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Beneficial role of Azolla in various sectors

Overall, the multifaceted advantages of Azolla
make it a valuable asset with wide-ranging
implications across various sectors. In recent
decades, numerous studies have highlighted the
profits of Azolla, making it a versatile and highly
valuable resource. Despite its small size, measuring
only a few millimetres, this aquatic fern possesses
remarkable qualities that make it indispensable
across various fields. This comprehensive review
explores the varied benefits of Azolla, shedding light

on its pivotal contributions in industrial, medical,
agricultural, and across various fields.

Historical significance and reproduction of Azolla
The genus Azolla has a significant presence in the
fossil record, with origins dating back to the Late
Cretaceous, approximately 70 million years ago.
Notably, Azolla arctica, was deposited fifty million
years ago during the Eocene Arctic Azolla event. The
fossil record has revealed a minimum of six extinct
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species, such as A. intertrappea, A. berryi, A. prisca,
A. tertiaria, A. primaeva, and A. boliviensis (Evrard
and van Hove 2004). It is hypothesized that during
the Eocene, Azolla proliferated at an extraordinary
rate, leading to substantial carbon absorption and,
intriguingly, setting a global cooling effect that
persists to the present day (Speelman et al. 2009).
This historical context sheds light on the diverse
nature of Azolla species and their substantial
environmental impact. Azolla exhibits both sexual
and asexual reproduction methods. Unlike typical
ferns, Azolla is heterosporous, producing two types
of spores (separate female and male spores in sac
known as sporangia) (Nagalingum et al. 2006).

Symbiotic partners of Azolla
Azolla stands out as a botanical marvel, achieving
unparalleled growth rates on a global scale, all while
thriving without the need for soil. It shows unique
symbiotic partnership with the cyanobacterium
Anabaena azollae, an extracellular endosymbiont
with the remarkable capacity to fix atmospheric
nitrogen. The leaves of Azolla create a specialized
microenvironment, fostering the growth of Anabaena
within their confines. This mutualistic association
between Azolla, the fern, and the cyanobacterium A.
azollae is evidence to nature’s intricacies, wherein
the algae contribute nitrogen to the fern, while the
fern, in return, provides a suitable habitat for the
cyanobacteria. This exceptional nitrogen-fixing
ability has positioned Azolla as an economically vital
biofertilizer, particularly in the context of rice
cultivation across Asia (Herath et al. 2023).
Initially, Cyanobacterium was categorized under
the name Nostoc, however, its nomenclature was later
revised to A. azollae (Carrapico 2010). Yet, the
precise identification of the cyanobionts, which
encompass genera such as Anabaena, Nostoc, and
Trichormus, remains a subject of ongoing debate
(Brouwer et al. 2014). Cyanobacteria, particularly
those proficient in nitrogen fixation, hold pivotal
roles in numerous cyanobacterial symbioses by
providing essential combined nitrogen to their host
organisms (Adams et al. 2012). Notably, Azolla,
despite its classification as a lower vascular plant,
exhibits more advanced and mature symbiotic
properties compared to other vascular plant-
cyanobacterial symbiotic relationships (Carrapico

2010). This strange mutuality between Azolla and
A. azollae offers profound insights into sustainable
agriculture.

Symbiotic association in the plant kingdom have
increasingly revealed remarkable complexities, and
Azolla, a water fern, stands as an exemplary model.
In addition to its well-known partnership with
cyanobacterium A. azollae, several reports have
unveiled the presence of a third symbiotic partner -
bacteria, residing within the leaf cavity of Azolla
(Pratte and Thiel 2021). These include Pseudomonas
(Bottomley 1920, Peters et al. 1978), Caulobacter
fusiformis, Alcaligenes faecalis (Newton and Herman
1979), Coryneform bacteria (Gates et al. 1980),
Arthrobacter, Corynebacterium and Agrobacterium
(Petro and Gates 1987), Bacillus cereus (Si-Ping et al.
2008), Microbacterium, Hypomicrobium, Shinella,
Ralstonia, Rhizobium and Hydrocarboniphaga
(Dijkhuizen et al. 2021), as well as Proteobacteria,
Actinobacteria, Chlorobillobacteria, and Firmicutes
(Yang et al. 2022). This dynamic microcosm within
the leaves of Azolla cavities enhances its ecological
significance by facilitating the coexistence of diverse
microbial communities. Furthermore, exploring the
potential of endosymbiotic bacteria and its beneficial
role in different sectors is essential in current
scenario.

GREEN GOLD: AZOLLA’S ECONOMIC
ADVANTAGE

Azolla as a nitrogen-fixing biofertilizer in rice
cultivation

The use of Azolla as a biofertilizer in Southeast Asia
has gained prominence due to its nitrogen-fixing
capabilities, offering an eco-friendly alternative to
nitrogenous chemical fertilizers. The sustained
application of chemical fertilizers has detrimentally
affected soil organic matter and worsened nitrogen
deficits (Hossain et al. 2001). Furthermore, these
fertilizers have contributed to soil acidification,
leading to a long-term reduction in soil microbial
activity.

Azolla, an aquatic fern’s role as a biofertilizer dates
back over 1,500 years, as documented in “The Art
of Feeding the People”, a book authored by Jia Si
Xue in 540 A.D (Azolla Foundation 2014). The
historical use of Azolla as green compost is evident
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from records at the end of the Ming dynasty
(Lumpkin and Plucknett 1982). For centuries, Azolla
has been involved in enhancing agricultural
productivity in China. When rice paddies are flooded
in the spring, Azolla can be introduced, rapidly
covering the water surface and suppressing weed
growth. As Azolla decomposes, it releases nitrogen
into the water, providing up to 9 kg of protein per
hectare annually (Tung and Shen 1985). With dry
matter production reaching 80 MT/ha and annual
biomass production at 1000 MT/ha, A. anabaena is
capable of fixing nearly three times the atmospheric
nitrogen compared to legumes. Typical nitrogen
fixation rates for legumes are 400 kg of nitrogen per
ha per yr, whereas A. anabaena can fix 1100 kg of
nitrogen per ha per yr. This translates to Azolla
producing approximately 8-10 tonnes of green
biomass, equivalent to 25-30 kg of nitrogen, or 55-
60 kg of urea.

Azolla was used as a cover on the floodwater
surface of rice fields, effectively reducing ammonia
volatilization. The gaseous ammonia emissions into
the atmosphere are major contributors to the low
efficiency of nitrogen fertilizer use. These losses not
only incur financial costs for farmers but also have
adverse environmental consequences. The presences
of an Azolla on the water surface during the initial
urea application, successfully inhibited the rapid
increase in floodwater pH resulting from urea
hydrolysis. Azolla, with its low C:N ratio, mineralizes
faster than other species, supplying nitrogen to
agricultural plants (Macale and Vlek 2004).
Continuous Azolla application significantly enhances
the soil organic nitrogen content (Yadav et al. 2014).
Its cultivation in paddy fields, either as a monoculture
or intercrop, serves to increase soil humus and
nutrient content, resulting in a remarkable 20-30%
boost in rice yields (Raja et al. 2012).

Marzouk et al. (2023) described various positive
impacts of Azolla as a biofertilizer in lowland rice
production. These include the improvement of soil
fertility, reduction of weed growth, increased soil
organic carbon levels, and the enhancement of
microbial biomass, leading to improved nutrient
cycling and increased rice growth and yield.
Furthermore, Azolla has been found to enhance soil
nutrient availability through biological activity and
foster the development of microflora.

Azolla as a nutrient-rich feed

The application of Azolla as a feed for animals and
birds has gained substantial attention due to its
nutritional richness. The utilization of Azolla as an
animal feed also presents an opportunity to reduce
dependence on conventional feed sources, aligning
with sustainable livestock farming practices. The
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
recognized Azolla’s role in tropical biomass
agricultural systems as early as 1993, emphasizing
its capacity to reduce the need for supplementary
food. Researchers have demonstrated the application
of Azolla as fodder for various animal species,
including cows, goats, pigs, rabbits, chickens, ducks,
and fish (van Hove 1989). Its high protein content,
coupled with low lignin levels, renders it highly
digestible by animals, contributing to its role as a
growth promoter (Liu et al. 2017).

Azolla is well known for its protein content,
essential amino acids, vitamins, and minerals. These
attributes make Azolla an attractive dietary
supplement for livestock and poultry, with the
potential to enhance growth, health, and overall
productivity (Shukla et al. 2018). Extensive research
has affirmed the advantages of incorporating Azolla
into animal diets. Buffaloes exhibited accelerated
growth rates when Azolla was added to their diet
along with rice straw, in comparison to diets
composed solely of rice straw (Anonymous 1985).
Improved growth performance in ‘Black Bengal’
goats was reported when Azolla replaced up to 20%
of their feed concentrate (Tamang and Samanta 1995,
Varun et al. 2021). Furthermore, the addition of
Azolla meal to the diets of Nellore sheep and buffalo
led to enhanced dry matter digestibility, daily weight
gain, and feed efficiency (Indira et al. 2009, Ahmed
et al. 2016, Sihag et al. 2018). Increased milk
production in cattle has been reported; when Azolla
was included in diet (Mathur et al. 2013, Kumar et
al. 2020).

Although, Azolla has primarily been explored in
the context of livestock, particularly cattle and goats,
its potential in poultry diets has also gathered
attention. The benefits of incorporating Azolla into
broiler rations; results in cost reductions and
improved returns (Parthasarathy et al. 2002). Higher
body weight and increased egg production were
observed in layer birds fed with fresh Azolla. The
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immune-enhancing effects of Azolla protein in
commercial broilers have also proved (Chichilichi
et al. 2015). Azolla’s nutritional profile, (Asim et al.
2022), includes essential vitamins (B, ,, beta-
carotene, vitamin A), biopolymers, minerals, and
amino acids. The potential of Azolla extends to
hepatoprotection and its anti-inflammatory,
antioxidant, and anti-apoptotic properties, suggesting
its utility in preventing super-hepatotoxicity. Recent
investigations, have confirmed the positive influence
of Azolla-based diets on various aspects of poultry
performance, including the feed conversion ratio, egg
production, and yolk color, further expanding the
scope of Azolla’s application in poultry nutrition
(Swain et al. 2022). Azolla’s journey from its
nutritional discovery to its multifaceted application
in animal feed reflects its versatility as a sustainable
and nutrient-rich resource. Its potential to enhance
animal growth, productivity, and health makes it a
valuable asset in promoting sustainable and efficient
animal farming practices.

Azolla, with its abundant production and cost-
effectiveness, has emerged as a promising ingredient
in fish feed formulations. A notable innovation is the
utilization of Azolla slurry, a byproduct of biogas
generation, as a potent fishpond fertilizer, as
exemplified by Mosha (Mosha 2018). A
comprehensive investigation of the feeding of
Pangasius catfish with Azolla was undertaken
(Rahmah et al. 2022). The results of this study
demonstrated notable improvements in weight gain,
specific growth rate, protein efficiency ratio, and feed
conversion ratio in fish that were supplemented with
Azolla. The cultivation of Azolla in Red Tilapia
aquaculture wastewater, could effectively serve as a
substitute for fishmeal protein in the diets of
Pangasius catfish juveniles up to 10 g per kg. This
substitution not only contributed to enhanced growth
and feed efficiency but also optimized the utilization
of nutrients, while having no adverse effects on fish
survival, body parameters, or body composition.
Furthermore, recent research (EI-Daim et al. 2021)
has emphasized the benefits of supplements
containing A. nilotica (5%) and Spirulina platensis
(1%) in enhancing the growth performance of Nile
tilapia. This positive trend extends to various other
fish species, including common carp, fringed-lipped
peninsula carp, and Thai silver barb, where Azolla

successfully replaced portions of traditional soybean
meal in their diets without compromising flesh
quality or incurring additional feed costs (Das et al.
2018, Ammar et al. 2020). Azolla caroliniana, a water
fern, was recently validated (Lumsangkul et al. 2022)
for its positive effects on the growth rate and feed
efficiency of Nile tilapia. Additionally, in Penaeus
monodon (black tiger shrimp), A. pinnata proved to
be a valuable dietary component, leading to
substantial weight gain compared to conventional
soybean meals (Sudaryono 2006). A previous study
suggested that dietary replacement of up to 20% fresh
Azolla holds the promise of enhancing fish growth,
quality, profitability, and sustainability in mono-sex
Nile Tilapia (Refaey et al. 2023). Consistent findings
across these studies underline the growing
significance of Azolla as an economical and nutrient-
rich component within fish feeds, ultimately
contributing to the enhancement of growth, feed
efficiency, and overall sustainability in aquaculture
practices.

Azolla as affordable biofuel producer

The increasing demand for cost-effective and
sustainable biofuel production has led to the
exploration of next-generation bioenergy crops.
Aquatic plants, known for their rapid colonization
of wetlands, have received significant attention
because of their ability to thrive in wastewater and
yield substantial biomass. Among these, Azolla
species stand out as exceptionally fast-growing
plants, capable of thriving in contaminated water and
natural habitats, making them appealing candidates
for bioenergy production. Azolla, as a novel
bioenergy feedstock, holds great promise because of
its unique chemical composition (Miranda et al.
2018). Its biomass possesses a distinctive chemical
makeup, encompassing three major categories of
bioenergy molecules: cellulose/hemicellulose,
starch, and lipids. This chemical profile resembles a
hybrid of conventional terrestrial bioenergy crops and
microalgae, enhancing its suitability as a biofuel
source (Miranda et al. 2016). A few studies have been
conducted on Azolla for producing hydrogen, a non-
polluting, high-energy fuel. When A. anabaena is
grown in a nitrogen-free atmosphere or in a nitrate-
containing water medium, the nitrogenase of the
symbiont produces hydrogen rather than nitrogen
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(Peters and Meeks 1989).

Azolla is the most attractive, sustainable, and
versatile feedstock for the development of cost-
effective, low-energy demanding, and nearly
maintenance-free systems for producing a wide array
of renewable biofuels (Miranda et al. 2016).
Recently, researchers implemented Azolla to develop
a self-sustaining biorefinery model (Sathish et al.
2022). Tannery effluents have been subjected to
phytoremediation using Azolla, taking advantage of
its rapid growth to effectively treat and mitigate
pollutants. Additionally, algal oil extracted from
cultivated Azolla has been harnessed as a raw
material for biodiesel production. Azolla species,
with their rapid growth, unique chemical
composition, and suitability for low-cost and low-
energy biofuel production systems, offer a promising
and sustainable solution to the increasing demand
for cost-effective renewable biofuels.

Medicinal potential of Azolla

Increased concerns about the efficacy of antibiotic
treatments due to bacterial resistance against
antibiotics have prompted researchers to search for
plant-based remedies. Several bioactive compounds
discovered in medicinal plants have the ability to
cure numerous diseases in humans. Azolla, an aquatic
fern, is regarded as the most promising antibacterial
choice because of its simple growth process, low
water requirements, high yield, and significant
phytochemical content. This plant is also a source
of probiotics and biopolymers, and offers
pharmacological benefits, functioning as an
antioxidant, immune enhancer, and hepatoprotective
agent. (Pillai et al. 2002). Historical and cultural
references have highlighted the diverse uses of Azolla
in traditional medicine. The use of Azolla for treating
sore throat and cough in New Zealand has been
reported (Pereira et al. 2015), while other researchers
have noted its role as a traditional cough medicine
in Tanzania (Wagner 1996). Shi and Hall, (1988)
pointed out the medicinal properties of Azolla,
although they did not specify the target diseases.
Additionally, scientific studies have demonstrated the
antimicrobial potential of different Azolla species;
such as A. filiculoides, A. caroliniana, and A.
microphylla, against various bacteria and fungi.

Azolla demonstrates efficacy in protecting the
liver from hepatotoxic substances and possesses anti-
inflammatory, antioxidant, and anti-apoptotic
properties in its decoction, presenting a compelling
solution for the prevention and treatment of severe
hepatotoxicity (Asim et al. 2022). The anti-caries
properties of A. pinnata and A. rubra against
cariogenic bacteria were studied previously (Prashith
2014). Utilizing the agar well diffusion technique,
A. pinnata and A. rubra were tested against oral
isolates, particularly Streptococcus mutans. This
study revealed that A. pinnata exhibited superior anti-
caries activity compared to A. rubra. In recent years,
A. microphylla has emerged as a key player in
antimicrobial properties, demonstrating its
effectiveness against a range of bacterial species and
fungi. The antibacterial and antifungal potential of
A. microphylla extracts has been reported
(Sathammaipriya et al. 2018), particularly methanolic
and ethanolic extracts, which showed activity against
various bacteria and fungi (especially Aspergillus
sp.). Additionally, the antimicrobial properties of A.
pinnata extracts against Salmonella typhi have been
highlighted (Arora and Kaur 2011), and its potential
as a traditional remedy for inhibiting the growth of
this bacterium has been demonstrated.

For instance, A. filiculoides exhibited lipophilic
activity against Penicillium expansum and
hydrophilic activity against Agrobacterium vitis and
the crustacean Artemia salina (Piccardi et al. 2000).
The methanolic extract of A. microphylla exhibits
antimicrobial activity against Xanthomonas sp., a
plant pathogen (Abraham 2013). These
investigations have revealed the promising role of
Azolla as a natural biocontrol agent. Azolla is
emerging as a promising medicinal plant with both
antibacterial and antifungal properties. Its rich
bioactive compounds, ease of cultivation, and
traditional uses make it an interesting candidate for
further research and potential for applications in
medicine and pharmacology. Nevertheless, the
bioactivity of Azolla and its potential applications in
medicine and pharmacology; as well as its
prospective pathogenic targets; remain largely
unexplored.
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Environmental benefits of Azolla in water
purification and phytoremediation

Azolla offers a promising path for environmental
conservation along with its agricultural utility. Its
rapid growth forms a dense water surface cover that;
effectively shades the water beneath. This shading
delays the growth of unwanted aquatic plants and
algae causes, eutrophication and preserves the
ecological balance of aquatic ecosystem. Azolla also
acts as a natural water purifier, absorbing excess
nutrients, heavy metals, and pollutants from the
water, thereby enhancing water quality.
Phytoextraction, a simple and cost-effective method
that utilizes living plants, has been successfully
applied to remediate wastewater containing heavy
metals, hydrocarbons, and dyes. Furthermore, the
water purification capabilities of Azolla were
noteworthy. Azolla finds application in wastewater
treatment by reducing nitrogen, phosphorus, heavy
metals, Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD), and
Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD). Notably, it
generates a substantial amount of biomass during
wastewater treatment. Additionally, Azolla has been
used to combat eutrophication in lakes and streams
(Jayasundara 2022). Its rapid growth, with a doubling
time of 2-4 days, is attributed to pectin, a component
of its cell wall that; functions as a biofilter in
wastewater treatment. Azolla has shown its potential
for phytoremediation and metal removal, as
demonstrated by (Golzary et al. 2018, Soman and
Arora 2018). Azolla is efficient in purifying
ammonium and; phosphorus, and aggregating a wide
range of toxic metals. It also contributes to water
quality by reducing nitrate and phosphorus levels
(Liu et al. 2017).

Phytoextraction has been used to remediate
wastewater containing heavy metals (Ali et al. 2013),
hydrocarbons (Agamuthu et al. 2010) and dyes
(Torbati et al. 2014). Various plants have been studied
for their phytoextraction potential, including water
lettuce, Tagetes patula, sunflowers etc. Azolla is a
candidate for the biological remediation of polluted
water because of its ability to accumulate a range of
heavy metals, such as arsenic, mercury, zinc, lead,
and more (Valderrama et al. 2013). Its advantages
over chemical methods in wastewater treatment
include eco-friendliness and effectiveness. Arora et
al. (2006) highlighted Azolla’s tolerance and

phytoaccumulation of heavy metals such as Cu, Cd,
Cr, Ni, and Pb from sewage water. Moreover, Azolla
is a promising candidate for the phytoremediation
of polluted waterways; because it effectively absorbs
pollutants, heavy metals, and dyes (Sood et al. 2011).
The role of Azolla as a metal hyperaccumulator was
explored, and next generation sequencing was used
to identify metal-tolerant strains isolated from Azolla
(Banach et al. 2020). In general, Azolla demonstrates
an excellent capacity to absorb heavy metals from
aqueous solutions, particularly A. filiculoides, which
absorbs high metal contents from nickel-rich
solutions.

Azolla’s phytoextraction potential for removing
hazardous dyes, such as methylene blue, achieves
high removal efficiency (Imron et al. 2019). Azolla’s
dye absorbent properties, demonstrated its ability to
significantly reduce dye concentrations (Israa 2018).
The textile industry discharge consists of a large
number of dyes or effluents, which contaminate
rivers and other waterways. Various studies have
demonstrated the ability of Azolla to remove water-
soluble dyes such as Acid Red 88, Acid Green 3,
Acid Orange 7, and Basic Orange, further
emphasizing its potential as a sustainable solution
(Tan et al. 2010).

Although much research has been conducted on
Azolla’s effectiveness in treating wastewater,
purifying water, and phytoextracting heavy metals,
there is still a clear knowledge gap regarding the
long-term environmental effects and scalability of
Azolla-based remediation techniques in practical
settings. Furthermore, additional research is required
to evaluate any potential trade-offs or synergies
between Azolla’s function in environmental
conservation and its agricultural value, as well as to
create comprehensive methods for widespread use
in a variety of environments.

Azolla as a natural larvicide for mosquito control
Throughout the twentieth century, Azolla, often
referred to as the “mosquito fern” held the promise
of preventing mosquito breeding and, consequently,
the transmission of diseases like malaria. Researchers
conducted controlled experiments, revealing that
Azolla covering up to two-thirds of the water surface
could effectively limit Culex mosquito oviposition
(Mwingira et al. 2009). Although it did not
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completely prevent Anopheles sinensis from
ovipositing, it restrained the emergence of adult
mosquitoes. Subsequent field tests further supported
these findings, demonstrating that when Azolla
covered 75% of the water surface, larval density
decreased significantly (Baolin 1987). Some
researchers have investigated Azolla’s larvicidal
potential against mosquito larvae and established its
effectiveness in reducing their population (Ravi et
al. 2018). This study underscores Azolla’s role as a
natural and eco-friendly method for mosquito
control. Furthermore, additional research is required
to evaluate the scalability of Azolla-based mosquito
prevention strategies in various ecological and
geographical contexts as well as to optimize
application techniques.

Azolla: A promising biogas source for sustainable
energy

Azolla, has proven to be a valuable resource for both
biogas and biofertilizer production due to its high
nutrient content. When A. pinnata is combined with
cow dung, biogas production increases significantly,
reaching 1.4 times the output compared to using cow
dung alone (Sarkar et al. 2023). This synergy takes
advantage of the organic matter of Azolla and its
compatibility with anaerobic digestion. Various
researchers have explored the potential of Azolla as
a feedstock for biogas production (Sathammaipriya
et al. 2018). The organic matter can be efficiently
converted into biogas through anaerobic digestion,
which is a renewable and sustainable energy source.
This is not only an eco-friendly alternative to fossil
fuels, but also contributes to the reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions. Further exploration is
necessary to boost bioenergy production as there is
a research gap in the understanding of the precise
aspects impacting the optimisation of this synergistic
strategy.

CONCLUSIONS

Azolla emerges as a multifaceted and invaluable
resource with a myriad of benefits across industrial,
medical, and agricultural domains. Its diverse
applications, ranging from serving as a biofertilizer
in Southeast Asian rice fields to potential uses as
livestock feed, biofuel production, biogas generation,

and water purification, underscore its versatility and
significance. The remarkable productivity of Azolla,
coupled with its symbiotic nitrogen-fixing abilities,
contributes not only to agricultural sustainability but
also addresses environmental concerns by mitigating
atmospheric CO, levels. Furthermore, its role as a
bio-larvicide, antimicrobial agent, and enhancer of
soil microbial diversity adds depth to its potential
contributions in medical and ecological contexts. Its
significance extends beyond its size, with promising
implications for addressing global challenges.
Further exploration and utilization of Azolla in
various fields can unleash its full potential, and
contribute to innovative solutions and sustainable
practices that benefit both human society and the
environment.
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